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Presentation for UC Regents on 1/22/14 – Unabridged Remarks 

 

 We are UC faculty members who are also co-founders of the AMCHA Initiative, a non-

profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to investigating, documenting, educating 

about and combating anti-Semitism at institutions of higher education.  AMCHA 

Initiative is comprised of UC alumni, parents and grandparents and CA rabbis, religious 

school principals and synagogue members who have joined together to speak in one 

voice to ensure the safety and well-being of our Jewish students on UC campuses.  

 

 First, we would like to commend UC President Janet Napolitano and most of the UC 

Chancellors for issuing statements condemning the recent boycott of Israeli universities 

and scholars.  However, these condemnations are diminished if UC faculty and academic 

departments are permitted to use the name and resources of the University, and even to 

give course credit to students, for promoting the academic boycott of Israel on UC 

campuses. 

 

 In this regard, we are very concerned about events that took place on 3 UC campuses last 

week that, we firmly believe, violate university policy, state law and create a hostile 

environment for Jewish students. 

 

 UC Davis, UCLA and UC Riverside Departments sponsored events featuring Omar 

Barghouti, the founder and most vocal advocate of the Palestinian Campaign for the 

Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel.  At UC Riverside, students received course 

credit for attending. 

 

o Attendees reports and videotapes of the events at UC Riverside and UC Davis 

reveal that Barghouti’s talk was pure propaganda and political screed laced with 

classic anti-Semitic tropes. For instance, he invoked the classic blood libel, 

accusing Israelis of “hunting children,” saying that Israeli soldiers “entice them 

like mice” into playing football and then shooting them with silencers. He also 

invoked the antisemitic trope of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, accusing 

“Israel and its well-oiled lobby groups" of "buying and paying for the allegiance 

of Congress" and controlling the media. Both of these examples are identified as 

antisemitic by the US State Department. 

o The unambiguous purpose of Barghouti’s talk was to demonize and delegitimize 

the Jewish state and actively promote the academic boycott of Israel. 

o As UC faculty members we can attest that this is not education, it is pure political 

indoctrination.  

 

 Political and ideological indoctrination is NOT protected by academic 

freedom.  According to the "nonindoctrination principle" of the American Association of 

University Professor's committee on academic freedom (Committee A): "faculty will not 

http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/comm/rep/A/abor.htm#b3
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use their courses or their position for the purpose of political, ideological, religious, or 

antireligious indoctrination." 

 

 You yourselves have also prohibited the use of the University for political indoctrination, 

writing in the Regents Policy on Course Content (also known as the Regents Policy on 

Academic Freedom) the following: 

“[The Regents] are responsible to see that the University remain aloof from 

politics and never function as an instrument for the advance of partisan 

interest.  Misuse of the classroom by, for example, allowing it to be used for 

political indoctrination… constitutes misuse of the University as an institution.” 

 

 Departments which offer course credit or fulfillment of course requirements for 

attendance at an event whose sole purpose is to promote the academic boycott of Israel, 

and even departments which use their names and university funds to encourage students 

to attend such an event, are in clear violation of your Regents Policy. 

 

 They also violate at least two state statutes which prohibit the use of the University of 

California name and public resources for partisan purposes or for promoting a boycott. 

 

 In addition, these events cannot help but create a hostile environment for Jewish students 

on UC campuses.  In the Jewish Campus Climate Report of 2012, commissioned by 

former President Mark Yudof, Jewish students on several UC campuses reported that 

BDS events and other anti-Zionist activities “engender a feeling of isolation, and 

undermine Jewish students' sense of belonging and engagement.” Jewish students 

reported that their feeling were exacerbated when these event were sponsored by their 

faculty and departments. 

 

 The University of California should not be using its name and resources to promote what 

hundreds of academic leaders across the country, including UC President Janet 

Napolitano, have deemed a violation of academic freedom and antithetical to the very 

mission of a university, and what the United States government, state and federal 

legislators, and Jewish leaders have deemed anti-Semitic.  

 

 We ask you, the governing body of the University of California, to carry out your 

fiduciary responsibilities to the State of California, by taking the following 3 steps: 

1. Conduct a formal investigation into these 3 departmentally-sponsored events and 

their violation of the Regents policy forbidding political indoctrination and the 

violation of state law prohibiting the use of the University’s name and resources 

for advancing a boycott. 

2. Make public the results of your investigation and what steps you intend to take 

regarding any violations of University policy and state law. 

3. Define and identify for faculty and the university community what constitutes 

political indoctrination and what actions will be taken when University faculty or 

departments use the University’s name and resources for the purpose of 

indoctrination. 
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First Letter to UC Riverside Chancellor Wilcox 
 

Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox 

University of California Riverside 

Office of the Chancellor 

4108 Hinderaker Hall 

Riverside, CA  92521 

 

 

January 13, 2014 

 

Dear Chancellor Wilcox, 

 

We are writing to you regarding an antisemitic event about to occur on your campus.  Although sponsored by 

two UC Riverside academic units, this event will not be a legitimate expression of academic freedom but 

rather a violation of it, as consistent with recent public statements by UC President Janet Napolitano, the 

American Association of University Professors, the American Association of Universities, and more than 180 

University leaders across the country.   

 

It has recently been brought to our attention that the UCR College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

(CHASS) and Ethnic Studies Department are co-sponsoring a talk by Omar Barghouti entitled "Palestine's 

South Africa moment: relative justice, not relative humans," scheduled to take place this Tuesday, January 14, 

on your campus.  According to an email announcing the talk sent to the CHASS faculty and staff listserves, 

student attendance at the event can be used for official course credit, fulfilling "the Annual Theme requirement 

for CHASS Connect, CHASS TRAC, HASS001 and can be used as an event for HASS010." 

 

Although Omar Barghouti's talk is being sponsored by an academic division and department, and students can 

fulfill course credit for attending it, Barghouti himself is neither a university professor nor an academic.  So 

why is Omar Barghouti being brought to speak at UCR? For one reason alone: his politics.  Omar Barghouti is 

the most well-known and outspoken founder of the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural 

Boycott of Israel, the campaign from which all other academic boycotts of Israel derive, including the recent 

boycott of Israeli universities and scholars by the American Studies Association (ASA) and the resolution 

currently under consideration by the Modern Language Association (MLA). 

 

It is important to point out that the sponsoring academic units -- CHASS and the Ethnic Studies Department -- 

have several faculty members who have publicly endorsed an academic boycott of Israel.  Indeed, of the eleven 

current UCR faculty members who have publicly endorsed the academic boycott of Israel, all but one are 

CHASS faculty: 

 

Feras Abou Galala - BCOE, Electrical Engineering 

Jayna Brown - CHASS, Ethnic Studies  

Ofelia Cuevas - CHASS, Ethnic Studies 

Jennifer Doyle - CHASS, English 

Jodi Kim - CHASS, Ethnic Studies 

David Lloyd - CHASS, English  

Nicholas Mitchell - CHASS, Ethnic Studies 

Dylan Rodriguez - CHASS, Ethnic Studies (Chair) 

Setsu Shigamatsu - CHASS, Media and Cultural Studies, cooperating faculty in Ethnic Studies 
Andrea Smith - CHASS, Media and Cultural Studies, cooperating faculty in Ethnic Studies 

Devra Weber - CHASS, History, cooperating faculty in Ethnic Studies 

http://www.amchainitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/UCR-Omar-Barghouti-event-announcement.pdf
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Nine of the eleven (82%) UCR faculty members endorsing the academic boycott of Israel are members of, or 

cooperating faculty in the Ethnic Studies Department. (Astonishingly, one-third of the UCR Ethnic Studies 

Department's active faculty members, including the department chair, have publicly endorsed the academic 

boycott of Israel). 

 

Furthermore, two UCR faculty members -- Feras Abou Galala and David Lloyd -- are founding members of 

the U.S. Campaign for the Academic Boycott of Israel, and David Lloyd is also an organizer of the recent 

American Studies Association's academic boycott of Israel and a promoter of the boycott at the MLA 

convention last week. 

 

It is abundantly clear that Omar Barghouti has been invited to UCR in order to promote the academic boycott 

of Israel, by UCR faculty who themselves seek to promote the academic boycott of Israel.  

 

As you know, ASA's boycott of Israeli universities and scholars has been roundly condemned by UC President 

Janet Napolitano, several academic associations including AAUP and AAU, and more than 180 other 

university leaders across the country, who have deemed the academic boycott of Israel a violation of academic 

freedom and antithetical to the very mission of the university.  Moreover, by singling out only one country in 

the world—Israel—for censure and abuse, while ignoring entrenched human rights abuses that are rampant 

throughout the Middle East, the movement exposes its antisemitic nature. 

 

Therefore, it is inappropriate, and indeed a violation of both university policy and state law, for CHASS and 

Ethnic Studies faculty to use the name and resources of the University of California to promote an antisemitic 

boycott of Israeli universities and scholars. 

 

We call on you to withdraw the university's sponsorship of the upcoming lecture by Omar Barghouti. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rabbi Suzanne Singer 

Riverside Temple Beth El 

 

Rabbi Hillel Cohn 

Rabbi Emeritus Congregation Emanuel, Redlands 

 

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

  

Leila Beckwith 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

  

Cc:   UC President Janet Napolitano 

        UC Regents 

        California Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 

        California State Senator Richard D. Roth  (Riverside) 

        California State Assembly Member Jose Medina  (Riverside) 

        California Jewish Leaders 

  

http://www.usacbi.org/about-us/
http://www.amchainitiative.org/organizations-universities-condemned-american-studies-associations-academic-boycott-israel/
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Second Letter to UC Riverside Chancellor Wilcox 

 

Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox 

University of California Riverside 

Office of the Chancellor 

4108 Hinderaker Hall 

Riverside, CA  92521 

 

 

January 14, 2014 

 

Dear Chancellor Wilcox, 

 

We are the co-founders of AMCHA Initiative, an organization devoted to monitoring and combatting campus 

antisemitism.  Together with Rabbi Singer and Rabbi Cohn, we co-signed the letter to you regarding the 

upcoming university-sponsored talk by Omar Barghouti. 

 

We are troubled by your response to our letter, forwarded below.  At a time when 190 university leaders, 

including UC president Janet Napolitano, have denounced the anti-Israel boycott as antithetical to the mission 

of the university, UC Riverside is offering course credit for students to attend an unambiguously 

political, anti-Israel boycott speech.  Indeed, you argue that it is perfectly acceptable for university 

departments to sponsor an antisemitic talk by a non-academic political activist who advocates and encourages 

students to adopt a position that "goes against the spirit of the University of California."  We believe your 

argument is deeply flawed. 

 

As you know, we claim that departmental sponsorship of a talk whose purpose is to advocate for an antisemitic 

boycott of Israeli universities and scholars is a violation of university policy and state law: 

 

UC Policies: 

 

1) The Policy on Course Content of The Regents of the University of California, approved June 19, 1970 

and amended September 22, 2005:  “They (The Regents) are responsible to ensure that public confidence in 

the University is justified.  And they are responsible to see that the University remain aloof from politics and 
never function as an instrument for the advance of partisan interest.  Misuse of the classroom by, for example, 

allowing it to be used for political indoctrination… constitutes misuse of the University as an institution.” 

 

We maintain that giving course credit for attendance at a politically motivated and directed event, which is 

obviously intended to indoctrinate students regarding the academic boycott of Israel, is a clear violation of this 

Regents policy. 

 

In addition, in light of the fact that so many of the CHASS and Ethnic Studies faculty are themselves 

proponents of the academic boycott of Israel, there is no doubt that the sponsorship of this event by these two 

academic units is meant to advance the partisan political interests of the academic boycotters, and cannot help 

but drag the University into partisan politics. 

 

 

2)  Directive issued by Clark Kerr, President of the University of California, September, 1961 (still in 

effect): "University facilities and the name of the University must not be used in ways which will involve the 

University as an institution in the political, religious, and other controversial issues of the day”. 
 

It is clear that the departmental sponsorship of this event will use "university facilities and the name of the 

http://www.amchainitiative.org/organizations-universities-condemned-american-studies-associations-academic-boycott-israel/
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University" in a way that involves UCR in a politically controversial issue of the day, namely, advocating for 

the boycott of Israeli universities and scholars. 

 

 

State Laws: 

 

3) California Education Code 92000(a)(3): The name "University of California" is the property of the 
state.  No person shall, without the permission of the Regents of the University of California, use this name, or 

any abbreviation of it or any name of which these words are a part, in any of the following ways...to display, 

advertise, or announce this name publicly at, or in connection with, any meeting, assembly, or demonstration, 
or any propaganda, advertising, or promotional activity of any kind which has for its purpose or any part of its 

purpose the support, endorsement, advancement...of any... boycott". 
 

Without the permission of the UC Regents, UC Riverside's name cannot be used to support, endorse, or 

advance a boycott.  We do not believe that the Regents have given permission for CHASS and Ethnic Studies 

faculty to use the University's name in connection with an event whose primary purpose is to support, endorse 

and advance the academic boycott of Israel.  Therefore, this event violates the state's Education Code. 

 

 

4) California Government Code 8314: “It is unlawful for any elected state or local officer, including any 
state or local appointee, employee, or consultant, to use or permit others to use public resources for a 

campaign activity, or personal or other purposes which are not authorized by law.” The statute proceeds to 

define "personal purposes" as “an outside endeavor not related to state business.” 

 

We have no problem with UCR faculty using their own time and resources to promote an antisemitic boycott 

of Israel.  We do, however, believe that when UCR faculty use the University's resources for their partisan 

personal purposes, namely, to promote an antisemitic boycott of Israel, they are clearly not carrying out "state 

business," and are in violation of this statute. 

 

 

You write that our claim about the impropriety and illegality of the Omar Barghouti event "runs counter to...a 

core value of this university."  Please tell us what core value of the University of California Riverside 

condones the use of the University's name and resources by politically partisan faculty to promote an 

academic boycott which 190 university leaders, including UC President Janet Napolitano, have deemed 

a violation of academic freedom and antithetical to the values of the university, and almost every Jewish 

leader has deemed antisemitic? 
 

The Jewish community and taxpayers of California eagerly await your response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin 

Co-founder AMCHA Initiative 

 

Leila Beckwith 

Co-founder AMCHA Initiative 
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-----Original Message----- 

From: Chancellor [mailto:chancellor@ucr.edu]  

Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 5:36 PM 

To: Rabbi Singer   

Subject: Letter from Chancellor Wilcox re: Academic Boycott at UC Riverside 

 

Dear Rabbi Singer, 

 

Thank you for your letters concerning Omar Barghouti's lecture this week on our campus, and the 

American Studies Association's recent vote to boycott Israeli academic institutions. 

 

As a leading public research university, UC Riverside is committed to the principle of academic freedom 

and to the open exchange of ideas that is at the heart of academic discovery and scholarship. We believe 

that our faculty and students, and those elsewhere, must be free to communicate and work with others 

across the U.S. and around the world. 

 

In a recent statement, University of California President Janet Napolitano noted the university's proud 

traditions of freedom of speech and diversity of thought.  

 

"Universities depend on the unrestrained exchange of ideas, and it is our role to defend academic freedom 

and our scholars' ability to pursue research of their choice," she said. "An academic boycott goes against 

the spirit of the University of California, which has long championed open dialogue and collaboration 

with international scholars." 

 

We support President Napolitano's statement, and join with her and many others, including the 

Association of American Universities and the Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities, in 

opposing this boycott. 

As others have noted, holding academic entities responsible for restrictions imposed by their governments 

would punish institutions, in many cases, that are home to vigorous academic debate and a range of 

perspectives. 

 

By the same token, although we may not always agree on specifics, we strongly support the freedom of 

our own academic community members to express their views, hear varying opinions and engage in 

thoughtful discourse -- on this subject and others. That is a core value of this university. 

 

Your position that faculty sponsorship of a lecture by Omar Barghouti constitutes "a violation of both 

university policy and state law" and your request that the university withdraw official sponsorship of the 

lecture appear to run counter to that tradition. 

 

As Justice Brandeis, the architect of our modern understanding of the First Amendment, wisely noted 

nearly a century ago, when one is confronted with speech one finds disagreeable or even abhorrent, "the 

remedy.is more speech, not enforced silence." 

 

Thank you for raising your concerns with the university.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kim A. Wilcox 

Chancellor 

mailto:chancellor@ucr.edu
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Third Letter to UC Riverside Chancellor Wilcox 
 

Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox 

University of California Riverside 

Office of the Chancellor 

4108 Hinderaker Hall 

Riverside, CA  92521 

 

 

January 17, 2014 

 

Two of us (Rabbi Singer and Rabbi Cohn) attended the talk by Omar Barghouti on Tuesday, which was 

sponsored by the UCR College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHASS) and the Department of Ethnic 

Studies.  Rabbi Singer reported that dozens of students attended the talk, presumably because it was designated 

a "CHASS Annual Theme Event," which, according to the CHASS website, is "part of the requirements for 

quarterly assignments for CHASS Connect, CHFY 001E 075, CHFY 010, HASS001, HASS010 and the 

CHASS F1RST Learning Contracts." 

 

As we feared, Omar Barghouti's talk was pure propaganda and political screed, whose unambiguous purpose 

was to demonize and delegitimize the Jewish state and actively promote the academic boycott of Israel.  For 

example: 

 

 Barghouti called Zionism "a racist European ideology that was adopted by the dominant stream of the 

Zionist movement...in order to justify and politically recruit for its colonial project of establishing an 

exclusive, supremacist Jewish state in historic Palestine," and he claimed that most Israelis view 

Palestinians "as less than human."  

 He accused Israeli soldiers of "hunting children," saying that sharpshooter Israeli soldiers target 

Palestinian children and shoot to kill, and that the soldiers "entice them like mice" into playing 

football and then shoot them with silencers. 

 He accused "Israel and its well-oiled lobby groups" of "buying and paying for allegiance" and 

controlling the media, saying: "Just open any TV channel, read any mainstream paper, and it's all 

Israeli propaganda." He also said, "Israel's lobby works overtime to fabricate, to vilify, to intimidate -- 

that's just the nature of the beast." 

 He compared those who criticize the BDS movement to "those white Americans who pushed back 

against the Montgomery bus boycott," implying that anyone who criticizes the boycott of Israel is a 

racist. 

 He praised the student senate at UC Berkeley for passing an anti-Israel divestment resolution, and said 

to the students in the room, "We hope you are next!" 

 

Barghouti was not interested in imparting knowledge to the UCR students in the room who came in fulfillment 

of a CHASS course requirement.  Rather, his unmistakable purpose was to indoctrinate them with a hatred of 

the Jewish state and those who support it, and to win their hearts and minds to help advance the Palestinian 

campaign to boycott Israel. 

 

Moreover, UCR English Professor David Lloyd, who introduced Barghouti and moderated the event, 

announced the following to the audience during the question and answer period: 

 

"I was the professor who very proudly invited Omar Barghouti to speak on this campus.  I have 

absolutely no shame for having done so. I will also say that I am not only a signatory of the US 

Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel, but I am also a founding member of 
that...Many professors at this university are signatories of the US Campaign for the Academic and 

Cultural Boycott of Israel."  
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This event, for which dozens of UCR students fulfilled a course requirement and received course credit, is a 

crystal-clear case of political indoctrination, one which runs antithetical to the scholarly values upon which 

UCR is built and which perverts the very mission of the University. 

 

Political and ideological indoctrination is NOT protected by academic freedom.  According to the 

"nonindoctrination principle" of the American Association of University Professor's committee on academic 

freedom (Committee A): "faculty will not use their courses or their position for the purpose of political, 

ideological, religious, or antireligious indoctrination." 

 

The UC Regents have also prohibited the use of the University for political indoctrination, writing in the 

Regents Policy on Course Content (also known as the Regents Policy on Academic Freedom) the following: 

 

“[The Regents] are responsible to see that the University remain aloof from politics and never function 

as an instrument for the advance of partisan interest.  Misuse of the classroom by, for example, 

allowing it to be used for political indoctrination… constitutes misuse of the University as an 

institution.” 

 

Furthermore, as we have pointed out previously, this event is in clear violation of at least two state laws -- 

California Government Code 8314, which prohibits the use of state university resources for personal purposes, 

and California Education Code 92000, prohibits the use of the University of California's name and reputation 

for the purpose of advancing a boycott. 

 

In light of these violations of university policy and state law, please tell us what steps you intend to take 

to ensure members of the Jewish community, taxpayers, and legislators that UCR's name and resources 

will not be used to promote hateful propaganda and an antisemitic boycott of Israel? 
 

We eagerly await your response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rabbi Suzanne Singer 

Riverside Temple Beth El 

 

Rabbi Hillel Cohn 

Rabbi Emeritus Congregation Emanuel, Redlands 

 

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

  

Leila Beckwith 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

  

Cc:    UC President Janet Napolitano 

         UC Regents 

 UC Chancellors 

 UCR Academic Senate Chair Jose Wudka 

 UC-wide Academic Senate Chair William Jacob 

         California Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 

         California State Senator Richard D. Roth  (Riverside) 

         California State Assembly Member Jose Medina  (Riverside) 
         California Jewish Leaders 

 

http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/comm/rep/A/abor.htm#b3
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First Letter to UC Davis Chancellor Katehi 
 

Chancellor Linda P. B. Katehi 

University of California, Davis 

Mrak Hall, fifth floor 

One Shields Ave. 

Davis, CA  95616 

 

January 15, 2014 

 

Dear Chancellor  Katehi, 

 

It has recently been brought to our attention by concerned UC Davis students that four UCD academic units -- 

ME/SA, Asian American Studies, Native American Studies, and Asian American Cultural Politics Research 

Cluster -- are co-sponsoring with Students for Justice in Palestine an event featuring Omar Barghouti entitled 

“Revisiting the Pedagogy of the Oppressed,” scheduled to take place this Thursday, January 16, on your 

campus.   

 

Omar Barghouti has been invited for one reason only.  He is the founder and most vocal advocate of the 

Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel,  the campaign from which all other 

academic boycotts of Israel derive, including the recent boycott of Israeli universities and scholars by the 

American Studies Association (ASA) and the resolution currently under consideration by the Modern 

Language Association (MLA).  Promoting the boycott of Israel's academic and cultural institutions is the only 

topic of which Barghouti speaks.  

 

Our concern is with the departmental sponsorship of Barghouti's talk.  We believe that the faculty behind the 

departmental sponsorship of this event are motivated by a partisan political agenda rather than an educational 

one, as can be seen by the fact that several members of these departments are themselves  endorsers and 

promoters of the academic boycott of Israel: 

 

 Suad Joseph, the Founding Director of the Middle East/South Asia Studies program (ME/SA), 

has endorsed the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel, signed a petition to 

have an Israeli scholar ejected from an academic conference in Los Angeles in solidarity with the 

academic boycott of Israel, signed an open letter challenging Israeli academics opposed to 

international boycott efforts, and signed a petition to shut down the UC Israel Abroad program. 

 

 Sunaina Maira, a faculty member in both ME/SA and Asian American Studies, is a founding 

member and signatory of the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel, one of 

the organizers of the American Studies Association boycott of Israeli universities and scholars, 

signed a petition to have an Israeli scholar ejected from an academic conference in Los Angeles, in 

solidarity with the academic boycott of Israel, and signed a petition to shut down the UC Israel 

Abroad program. 

 

 Three members of the Asian American Studies faculty are on the National Council of the Association 

for Asian American Studies, which unanimously voted to impose an academic boycott on 

Israel: Richard Kim (Department Chair), Susette Min, and Robyn Rodriguez. Two other members 

of the department are also signatories to the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of 

Israel, Sunaina Maira and Caroline Valverde. Of the 9 faculty members in Asian American Studies, 

more than half have publicly advocated for the boycott of Israeli universities and scholars. 

 

 The UCD Native American Studies Department is an active participant in the Native American and 

Indigenous Studies Association, an organization whose National Council recently approved an 

academic boycott of Israel. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/410982679004835/?source=1
http://www.usacbi.org/endorsers/
http://boycottzionism.wordpress.com/2010/03/10/a-joint-letter-to-the-international-society-of-iranian-studies-on-ariel-university-of-samaria-israel/
http://www.israel-academia-monitor.com/index.php?type=large_advic&advice_id=388&page_data%5Bid%5D=178&cookie_lang=en&the_session_id=b7d7b4f54f79f80c3efce02988173a46&BLUEWEBSESSIONSID=781f2c120b6767363321c760775bf666
http://normanfinkelstein.com/2009/another-important-initiative/
http://www.usacbi.org/about-us/
http://www.usacbi.org/about-us/
http://www.usacbi.org/endorsers/
http://www.theasa.net/from_the_editors/item/council_statement_on_the_academic_boycott_of_israel_resolution/
http://boycottzionism.wordpress.com/2010/03/10/a-joint-letter-to-the-international-society-of-iranian-studies-on-ariel-university-of-samaria-israel/
http://normanfinkelstein.com/2009/another-important-initiative/
http://amchainitiative.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=0beb330b057061522bbe22a7f&id=9a76f2fa86&e=af475dce6a
http://amchainitiative.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=0beb330b057061522bbe22a7f&id=9a76f2fa86&e=af475dce6a
http://naisa.org/node/719
http://naisa.org/node/719
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Please understand that academic freedom does not provide protection for university departments that use the 

name and resources of the university to promote a partisan political agenda, as doing so is a clear violation of 

university policy and state law, including the following: 

 

 Policy on Course Content of The Regents of the University of California, approved June 19, 

1970 and amended September 22, 2005:  “They (The Regents) are responsible to ensure that public 
confidence in the University is justified.  And they are responsible to see that the University remain 

aloof from politics and never function as an instrument for the advance of partisan interest.  Misuse of 
the classroom by, for example, allowing it to be used for political indoctrination… constitutes misuse 

of the University as an institution.”  Pro-boycott faculty are using the reputation of their departments 

and the University as an instrument for the advance of their partisan interest, as well as to indoctrinate 

UCD students. 

 

 Directive issued by Clark Kerr, President of the University of California, September, 1961 (still 
in effect): "University facilities and the name of the University must not be used in ways which will 

involve the University as an institution in the political, religious, and other controversial issues of the 

day.” Departmental sponsorship of this event will use "university facilities and the name of the 

University" in a way that involves UCD in a politically controversial issue of the day, namely, 

advocating for the boycott of Israeli universities and scholars. 

 

 California Education Code 92000(a)(3): The name "University of California" is the property of the 

state.  No person shall, without the permission of the Regents of the University of California, use this 

name, or any abbreviation of it or any name of which these words are a part, in any of the following 
ways...to display, advertise, or announce this name publicly at, or in connection with, any meeting, 

assembly, or demonstration, or any propaganda, advertising, or promotional activity of any kind 
which has for its purpose or any part of its purpose the support, endorsement, advancement...of any... 

boycott". Without the permission of the UC Regents, the name of your University, or its departments, 

cannot be used to support, endorse, or advance a boycott.   

 

 California Government Code 8314: “It is unlawful for any elected state or local officer, including 

any state or local appointee, employee, or consultant, to use or permit others to use public resources 
for a campaign activity, or personal or other purposes which are not authorized by law.” The statute 

proceeds to define "personal purposes" as “an outside endeavor not related to state business.” As 

state employees, UCD departments and faculty who use University resources for partisan personal 

purposes, namely, to promote an antisemitic boycott of Israel, are clearly NOT carrying out "state 

business," and are therefore in violation of this statute.  

 

 

In light of the condemnation of the ASA's boycott of Israeli universities and scholars by you and Provost 

Hexter, UC President Janet Napolitano and more than 190 other university leaders across the country, it is of 

great concern that your university would use its name and resources to promote what university leaders have 

deemed a violation of academic freedom and antithetical to the very mission of the university, and what Jewish 

leaders and state and federal legislators have deemed antisemitic.  

 

Using the name and resources of UC Davis to sponsor Omar Barghouti's expression of his extremist views 

would taint UC Davis's reputation and only encourage further antisemitic behavior on your campus. 

 

We call on you to withdraw the departmental sponsorship of the upcoming lecture by Omar Barghouti. 
 

 

 

http://chancellor.ucdavis.edu/messages/2013/ASA_boycott_122813.html
http://chancellor.ucdavis.edu/messages/2013/ASA_boycott_122813.html
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/30520
http://www.amchainitiative.org/organizations-universities-condemned-american-studies-associations-academic-boycott-israel/
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/black-state-senator-slams-academic-boycott-of-israel-as-anti-semitic/2014/01/08/
http://legalinsurrection.com/2014/01/bipartisan-congressional-letter-to-denounce-academic-boycott-of-israel/
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Sincerely, 

 

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

  

Leila Beckwith 

Co-founder, AMCHA Initiative 

 

Roz Rothstein 

CEO, StandWithUs 

 

Gail Rubin, J.D. 

StandWithUs Lay Leader, Davis/Sacramento 

 

  

Cc:   UC President Janet Napolitano 

        UC Regents 

        California Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 

        California State Senator Lois Wolk  (Davis) 

        California State Assembly Member Mariko Yamada  (Davis) 

        Davis Mayor Pro Tem Joe Krovoza 

        California Jewish Leaders 
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Letter Denouncing Boycott Signed by 134 Members of Congress 
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Organizations and Universities who have Condemned the ASA Boycott 
 

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS CONDEMNING 

BOYCOTT 

 

American University 

Amherst College 

Arizona State University 

Auburn University 

Bard College 

Barnard College 

Bates College 

Birmingham Southern College 

Boston University 

Bowdoin College 

Brandeis University 

Brooklyn College 

Brown University 

Bryn Mawr College 

California State University System 

California State University Northridge 

Carnegie-Mellon University 

Case Western Reserve University 

Catholic University 

City University of New York System 

Clark University 

Clemson University 

Cleveland State University 

Colby College 

Colgate University 

College of Charleston 

College of the Holy Cross 

College of Mount St. Joseph 

College of New Jersey 

College of Staten Island 

College of William and Mary 

Colorado State University 

Columbia University 

Connecticut College 

Cornell University 

Dartmouth College 

DePaul University 

Dickinson College 

Drake University 

Drexel University 

Duke University 

Eckerd College 

Elon University 

Emory University 

Fairfield University 

Farleigh Dickenson University 

Florida Atlantic University 

Florida International University 

Florida State University 

Fordham University 

Franklin & Marshall College 

George Mason University 

Georgetown University 

George Washington University 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

Gettysburg College 

Goucher College 

Gratz College 

Hamilton College 

Harvard University 

Haverford College 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges 

Hofstra University 

Hunter College 

Indiana University 

Iowa State University 

Ithaca College 

Johns Hopkins University 

Kansas State University 

Kean University 

Kenyon College 

Lafayette College 

Lawrence University 

Lehigh University 

Louisiana State University 

Loyola University Maryland 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Miami University – Ohio 

Michigan State University 

Middlebury College 

Mississippi State University 

Montclair State University 

New Jersey City University 

New Jersey Institute of Technology 

New York Medical College 

New York University 

North Carolina State University 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Northeastern University 

Northwestern University 

Nova Southeastern University 

Oberlin College 

Occidental College 

Ohio State University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pomona College 

Portland State University 

Princeton University 

Purdue University 

Ramapo College 

Rhode Island College 

Rice University 

Richard Stockton College 

Rider University 

Rockefeller University 

Roger Williams University 

Rowan University 

Rutgers University 

St.Lawrence University 

San Francisco State University 

Sarah Lawrence College 

Seton Hall University 

Sewanee – University of the South 

Skidmore College 

Smith College 

Southern Methodist University 

Stanford University 

State University of New York (SUNY) System 

State University of New York (SUNY) – Buffalo 

Swarthmore College 

Syracuse University 

Temple University 

Thomas Edison State University 

Touro College and University System 

Towson University 

Trinity College 

Tufts University 

Tulane University 

Union College 

University of Alabama 

University of Arizona 

University of California System 

University of California Berkeley 

University of California Davis 

University of California Irvine 

University of California Los Angeles 

University of California Riverside 

University of California San Diego 

University of California San Francisco 

University of California Santa Barbara 

University of California Santa Cruz 

University of Chicago 

University of Cincinnati 

University of Colorado System 

University of Colorado – Boulder 

University of Connecticut 

University of Delaware 

University of Denver 

University of Florida 

University of Georgia System 

University of Hartford 

University of Illinois System 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

University of Illinois at Springfield 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

University of the Incarnate Word 

University of Iowa 

University of Kansas 

University of Kentucky 

University of La Verne 

University of Louisville 

University of Maryland 

University of Maryland – Baltimore County 

University of Massachusetts – Amherst 

University of Massachusetts – Dartmouth 

University of Miami 

University of Michigan 

University of Minnesota 

University of Mississippi 

University of Missouri System 

University of Missouri – Columbia 

University of Missouri – Kansas City 

University of Missouri St. Louis 

University of Missouri – Science and 

Technology 

University of Nebraska 

University of Nevada 

University of New Hampshire 

University of New Mexico 

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

University of Notre Dame 

University of Oregon 

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Rhode Island 

University of Rochester 

University of South Carolina 

University of Southern California 

University of South Florida 

University of Texas-Austin 

University of Texas – Dallas 

University of Tulsa 

University of Vermont 

University of Virginia 

University of Washington 

University of Western Ontario 

University of Wisconsin – Madison 

Vanderbilt University 

Vassar College 

Virginia Commonwealth University Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute 

Wake Forest University 

Washington University in St. Louis 

Wayne State University 

Wellesley College 

Wesleyan University 

Western Kentucky University 

Willamette University 

William Paterson University 

Williams College 

Wright State University 

Xavier College 

Yale University 

Yeshiva University 

TOTAL: 213 

 

ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONS CONDEMNING 

BOYCOTT 

American Association of University 

Professors 

American Association of Universities 

American Council on Education 

American Federation of Teachers 

American Psychiatric Association 

Association  of the Public and Land-Grant 

Universities 

Middlebury College American Studies 

Program 

Middle East Studies Association 

National Association of Scholars 

New Jersey Senior Public Colleges and 

Universities 

 

JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS CONDEMNING 

BOYCOTT 

American Jewish Committee 

Anti-Defamation League 

Hadassah 

Israel Action Network (JFNA and JCPA) 

Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

Scholars for Peace in the Middle East 

Simon Wiesenthal Center 

Stand With Us 

World Jewish Congress 

Zionist Organization of America
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Excerpts from University Presidents’ Statements on ASA Boycott 
 

“It is ill-advised to make academic institutions the instrument with which to promote a political agenda by 

attempting to isolate students and scholars. Boston University cannot support this boycott.” – Boston 

University President Robert A. Brown 

 

“… the singling out of Israel for this action is astounding given the rationale for the resolution… the vote is a 

sad reflection of an extreme and hateful ideology of some members of the academy…”- Middlebury President 

Ron Liebowitz  

 

“In this strange case, why the ASA would propose an academic boycott of Israel and not, for example, of 

Syria, the Sudan, North Korea, China, Iran, Iraq, or Russia escapes rational thought.” – James F. Jones, Jr., 

President and Trinity College Professor in the Humanities  

 

“The ASA has not gone on record against universities in any other country: not against those that enforce laws 

against homosexuality, not against those that have rejected freedom of speech, not against those that 

systematically restrict access to higher education by race, religion or gender. No, the ASA listens to civil 

society only when it speaks against Israel…Under the guise of phony progressivism, the group has initiated an 

irresponsible attack on academic freedom.” - Wesleyan University President Michael S. Roth  

 

 

 

“Any attempt to close off discussion or dialogue among scholars is antithetical to the fundamental values of 

scholarship and academic freedom. I stand with the Executive Committee of the Association of American 

Universities in my strong opposition to a boycott of Israeli academic institutions” - Yale University President 

Peter Salovey 

 

 

 

 “Academic boycotts subvert the academic freedoms and values necessary to the free flow of ideas, which is 

the lifeblood of the worldwide community of scholars. The recent resolution of the ASA proposing to boycott 

Israeli universities represents a direct threat to these ideals, ideals which universities and scholarly associations 

should be dedicated to defend.” – Harvard University President Drew Faust  

  

http://www.bu.edu/today/2013/brown-rejects-boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions/
http://www.bu.edu/today/2013/brown-rejects-boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions/
http://www.middlebury.edu/about/president/addresses/573043
http://www.middlebury.edu/about/president/addresses/573043
http://www.trincoll.edu/AboutTrinity/offices/president/letters/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.trincoll.edu/AboutTrinity/offices/president/letters/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/commentary/la-oe-roth-academic-boycott-israel-20131219,0,187403.story#ixzz2okHyGdkx
http://news.yale.edu/2013/12/20/statement-yale-president-peter-salovey-israeli-boycott
http://news.yale.edu/2013/12/20/statement-yale-president-peter-salovey-israeli-boycott
http://www.harvard.edu/president/statement-on-asa-resolution
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Washington Post Article on Bigotry of Boycott 
 

 
 

How to fight academic bigotry 
By Charles Krauthammer, Published: January 9 E-mail the writer 

 

For decades, the American Studies Association labored in well-deserved obscurity. No longer. It has now made a 

name for itself by voting to boycott Israeli universities, accusing them of denying academic and human rights to 

Palestinians. 

Given that Israel has a profoundly democratic political system, the freest press in the Middle East, a fiercely 

independent judiciary and astonishing religious and racial diversity within its universities, including affirmative 

action for Arab students, the charge is rather strange. 

Made more so when you consider the state of human rights in Israel’s neighborhood. As we speak, Syria’s government 

is dropping “barrel bombs” filled with nails, shrapnel and other instruments of terror on its own cities. Where is the 

ASA boycott of Syria? 

And of Iran, which hangs political, religious and even sexual dissidents and has no academic freedom at all? Or Egypt, 

where Christians are being openly persecuted? Or Turkey, Saudi Arabia or, for that matter,massively repressive 

China and Russia? 

Which makes obvious that the ASA boycott has nothing to do with human rights. It’s an exercise in radical chic, giving 

marginalized academics a frisson of pretend anti-colonialism, seasoned with a dose of edgy anti-Semitism. 

And don’t tell me this is merely about Zionism. The ruse is transparent. Israel is the world’s only Jewish state. To 

apply to the state of the Jews a double standard that you apply to none other, to judge one people in a way you judge 

no other, to single out that one people for condemnation and isolation — is to engage in a gross act of discrimination. 

And discrimination against Jews has a name. It’s called anti-Semitism. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/charles-krauthammer/2011/02/24/ADJkW7B_page.html
mailto:letters@charleskrauthammer.com?subject=Reader%20feedback%20for%20%27How%20to%20fight%20academic%20bigotry%27
http://www.theasa.net/what_does_the_academic_boycott_mean_for_the_asa/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/16/u-s-academic-group-votes-to-boycott-israeli-universities/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-syria-barrel-bombs-bring-a-new-form-of-terror-and-death-to-aleppo/2013/12/23/6f8a7f0c-6bed-11e3-aecc-85cb037b7236_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-syria-barrel-bombs-bring-a-new-form-of-terror-and-death-to-aleppo/2013/12/23/6f8a7f0c-6bed-11e3-aecc-85cb037b7236_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/uk-proposes-un-condemn-syrian-air-raids-on-aleppo/2014/01/08/f7ff6986-789c-11e3-a647-a19deaf575b3_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/19/AR2006071902061.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/michael-gerson-can-muslim-lands-learn-to-tolerate-christianity/2013/12/26/912d9162-6e6d-11e3-aecc-85cb037b7236_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/michael-gerson-can-muslim-lands-learn-to-tolerate-christianity/2013/12/26/912d9162-6e6d-11e3-aecc-85cb037b7236_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/turkey-police-dismissed-after-launching-new-probe/2014/01/08/9d4de178-7853-11e3-a647-a19deaf575b3_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/china-dismisses-professor-advocating-free-speech/2013/10/19/d83951de-3896-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/china-dismisses-professor-advocating-free-speech/2013/10/19/d83951de-3896-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
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Former Harvard president Larry Summers called the ASA actions “anti-Semitic in their effect if not necessarily in 

their intent.” I choose to be less polite. The intent is clear: to incite hatred for the largest — and only sovereign — 

Jewish community on Earth. 

What to do? Facing a similar (British) academic boycott of Israelis seven years ago, Alan Dershowitz and Nobel Prize-

winning physicist Steven Weinberg wrote an open letter declaring that, for the purposes of any anti-Israel 

boycott, they are to be considered Israelis. 

Meaning: You discriminate against Israelis? Fine. Include us out. We will have nothing to do with you. 

Thousands of other academics added their signatures to the Dershowitz/Weinberg letter. It was the perfect in-kind 

response. Boycott the boycotters, with contempt. 

But academia isn’t the only home for such prejudice. Throughout the cultural world, theIsrael boycott movement is 

growing. It’s become fashionable for musicians, actors, writers and performers of all kinds to ostentatiously cleanse 

themselves of Israel and Israelis. 

The example of the tuxedoed set has spread to the more coarse and unkempt anti-Semites, such as the thugs who a 

few years ago disrupted London performances of the Jerusalem Quartet and the Israeli Philharmonic. 

Five years ago in Sweden, Israel’s Davis Cup team had to play its matches in an empty tennis stadium because the 

authorities could not guarantee the Israelis’ safety from the mob. The most brazen display of rising anti-Semitism 

today is the spread of the “quenelle,” a reverse Nazi salute, popularized by the openly anti-Semitic French entertainer, 

Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala. 

In this sea of easy and open bigotry, an unusual man has made an unusual statement. Russian by birth, European by 

residence, Evgeny Kissin is arguably the world’s greatest piano virtuoso. He is also a Jew of conviction. Deeply 

distressed by Israel’s treatment in the cultural world around him, Kissin went beyond the Dershowitz/Weinberg 

stance of asking to be considered an Israeli. On Dec. 7, he became one, defiantly. 

Upon taking the oath of citizenship in Jerusalem, he declared: “I am a Jew, Israel is a Jewish state. . . . Israel’s case is 

my case, Israel’s enemies are my enemies, and I do not want to be spared the troubles which Israeli musicians 

encounter when they represent the Jewish state beyond its borders.” 

Full disclosure: I have a personal connection with Kissin. For the past two years I’ve worked to bring him to 

Washington to perform for Pro Musica Hebraica, a nonprofit organization (founded by my wife and me) dedicated to 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW__sylpHJM
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/1979/weinberg-bio.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/1979/weinberg-bio.html
http://spme.org/spme-research/letters-from-our-readers/alan-dershowitz-and-15-nobel-laureates-leading-thousands-of-academics-worldwide-to-protest-british-academic-boycott-of-israel-please-sign-solidarity-statement-now/3260/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/22/AR2011032203039.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/22/AR2011032203039.html
http://www.classical-music.com/news/jerusalem-quartet-concert-disrupted-anti-israeli-protests
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/charles-krauthammer-how-to-fight-academic-bigotry/2014/01/09/64f482ee-795e-11e3-af7f-13bf0e9965f6_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/24/sports/24iht-tennisdavis24.20403874.html?_r=0
http://www.expressnews.com/sports/spurs/article/Parker-sorry-for-gesture-seen-as-offensive-5103460.php
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/10559313/Anti-Semitic-comedian-Dieudonne-appeals-ban-on-shows-in-France.html
http://www.tomgrossmedia.com/mideastdispatches/archives/001415.html
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reviving lost and forgotten Jewish classical music. We succeeded. On Feb. 24, Kissin will perform at the Kennedy 

Center Concert Hallmasterpieces of Eastern European Jewish music, his first U.S. appearance as an Israeli. 

The persistence of anti-Semitism, that most ancient of poisons, is one of history’s great mysteries. Even the shame of 

the Holocaust proved no antidote. It provided but a temporary respite. Anti-Semitism is back. Alas, a new generation 

must learn to confront it. 

How? How to answer the thugs, physical and intellectual, who single out Jews for attack? The best way, the most 

dignified way, is to do like Dershowitz, Weinberg or Kissin. 

Express your solidarity. Sign the open letter or write your own. Don the yellow star and wear it proudly. 

Read more from Charles Krauthammer’s archive, follow him on Twitter or subscribe to his updates on Facebook. 

 
  

http://www.kennedy-center.org/events/?event=XOPMH
http://www.kennedy-center.org/events/?event=XOPMH
http://spme.org/spme-statements/call-academics-worldwide-join-nobel-laureates-university-presidents-stand-solidarity-israeli-academics-facing-threats-boycott/16583/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/charles-krauthammer/2011/02/24/ADJkW7B_page.html
https://twitter.com/krauthammer
http://www.facebook.com/charleskrauthammer
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Wall Street Journal Article on Academic Freedom and Boycott 
 

 

 

A Vote Against Israel and Academic Freedom 

American Studies professors have decided that democratic Israel 
deserves a U.S. boycott. 

By JONATHAN MARKS 
Dec. 16, 2013 7:05 p.m. ET 

With American colleges and universities imperiled by a bad economy, declining enrollment 

and persistently high costs, a group of scholars gathered last month in Washington, D.C., to 

discuss the crisis. No, not that crisis. I mean the Israeli-Palestinian crisis. 

 

That's right. The most talked-about question at the annual meeting of the American Studies 

Association was a resolution to boycott Israel. After the meeting, the ASA's national council 

voted unanimously to endorse a boycott resolution and send it to the full membership for a 

vote. On Monday the ASA announced that 66% of the votes were for the boycott. 

 

Evidently, while the rest of us scholars were teaching classes and conducting research, 

some other professor-activists were figuring out how to take over the American Studies 

Association. Well, hats off to them. They succeeded. 

 

The executive committee of the national council has six members. Five of them have 

previously endorsed the U.S. Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel.  

Four signed a 2009 letter to President Obama that described Israel's treatment of the 

Palestinians as "one of the most massive ethnocidal atrocities of modern times" and 

declared that a one-state solution, which would mean the end of Israel as a Jewish state, is 

"almost certainly" the only road to peace. 

 

Make no mistake: Supporting the U.S. boycott campaign is not merely a way of criticizing 

Israel or expressing solidarity with Palestinians. The campaign calls for boycotting 

"Palestinian/Arab-Israeli collaborative research projects or events." In other words, it 

actively discourages opportunities for cooperation and mutual understanding. And while the 

campaign does not condone a blacklist of Israeli academics, it does warn that "all academic 
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exchanges with Israeli academics do have the effect of normalizing Israel and its politics of 

occupation and apartheid." 

 

It is heartening that eight past presidents of the American Studies Association, along with 

more than 50 other members, signed a letter calling the resolution "discrimination pure and 

simple." But the association's current president, Curtis Marez, refused repeated requests 

from opponents of the boycott to communicate their arguments to the membership. Instead, 

the ASA's national council posted a 1,200-word manifesto in favor of the resolution on its 

website. 

 

Yes, four days before voting ended, the association's Facebook FB -1.56% page opened a 

thread welcoming "posts addressing the ASA National Council's unanimous endorsement of 

the academic boycott of Israel—from all sides of the issues involved." But that only came 

after a week of administrators exclusively posting pro-boycott material. 

 

The ASA's Facebook administrators made the concession to welcome posts from "all sides" 

hours after the online magazine InsideHigherEd, widely read among academics, published 

a blistering piece by Henry Reichman of the American Association of University Professors 

decrying the "one-sided and disingenuous presentations sadly offered on ASA's website."  

 

The same day, InsideHigherEd reported on another letter, signed by the eight former 

association presidents, exposing how the "membership vote [was] being undertaken with 

only one side of a complex question presented." 

 

What's remarkable is that supporters of the boycott thought they needed to rig the game in 

an organization that has long had a powerful radical left-wing. Over a decade ago, the 

sociologist Alan Wolfe wrote about the rise of a cohort of American Studies scholars who 

had "developed a hatred for America so visceral that it [made] one wonder why they 

[bothered] studying America at all." There is good reason to think that the resolution would 

have won without the leadership stacking the deck. By doing so, boycott supporters have 

thoroughly discredited their victory. 

 

Does the ASA boycott vote matter? Scott Jaschik of InsideHigherEd reports that boycott 

supporters have "talked about taking the proposal to other disciplinary associations," like 

the American Historical Association and the Modern Languages Association. So we can 

expect to continue to be distracted from the profound problems facing American higher 

education by the attempts of a determined minority to ensure that scholars who have no 

http://quotes.wsj.com/FB
http://quotes.wsj.com/FB
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special knowledge of or insight into the Israeli-Palestinian conflict put their credentials in the 

service of the anti-Israel fringe. 

 

True scholars, unlike activists, are for the most part not joiners. But if we—myself 

included—do not join together to save our professional associations from anti-Israel 

activists, we will bear part of the blame for erasing the line between scholarly work and 

propaganda. 

 

Mr. Marks is a professor of politics at Ursinus College. 
 
  



 

30 

 

 

 

About AMCHA Initiative 
 
AMCHA Initiative is a non-profit organization dedicated to investigating, documenting, educating about, 

and combating antisemitism at institutions of higher education in America. AMCHA Initiative identifies 

antisemitism using the U.S. State Department’s “Defining Anti-Semitism.” 

 

AMCHA Initiative's efforts are bolstered by a network of more than 5,000 members and supporters of the 

Jewish community -- including university alumni, parents and grandparents, rabbis, religious school 

principals and synagogue members -- who have joined together to speak in one voice to ensure the safety 

and well-being of Jewish students on college and university campuses across the country. 

  

AMCHA Initiative was founded in 2011 by University of California Santa Cruz Lecturer Tammi 

Rossman-Benjamin and University of California Los Angeles Professor Emeritus Leila Beckwith. Since 

then, the organization has tenaciously drawn attention to incidents of campus antisemitism and worked 

with members and supporters of the Jewish community and educational, legal, civil rights and advocacy 

groups, in order to address antisemitism at the university, state and federal levels. 

 

Both Rossman-Benjamin and Beckwith received the 2013 Heroes of Conscience Award from the 

American Freedom Alliance. Additionally, Rossman-Benjamin received the 2012 Tikkun Olam Award 

from the Haiti Jewish Refugee Legacy Project and was nominated as a Jewish Community Hero in 2012 

in honor of her work with AMCHA Initiative. 

 

A few notable campaigns of AMCHA Initiative include bringing the use of violent antisemitic stencils by 

a student Palestinian group to UCSF President Wong’s attention, from which President Wong issued a 

public condemnation of the stencils. Nine California legislators wrote President Wong to commend him 

for his response to campus antisemitism. 

 

Additionally, AMCHA Initiative worked tirelessly to call attention to and protect Jewish students from 

harassment, intimidation and attempts to shut down Jewish student-hosted events by members of Muslim 

and pro-Palestinian student groups at UC Davis, UC Irvine, UC San Diego, UC Berkeley and UC 

Riverside during Israel Apartheid Week as well as during student-run BDS campaigns. 

 

Furthermore, AMCHA Initiative has been a leader in identifying and publicizing University departments, 

faculty members, academic groups and administrative offices that sponsor, endorse, and/or fund events 

with antisemitic content – including creating a map overlay of faculty members sanctioning antisemitic 

boycotts of Israel, and publishing email lists of academic groups supporting the American Studies 

Association’s boycott of Israeli universities. 

 

Serving as a watchdog organization to monitor antisemitic activity on campuses, AMCHA Initiative has 

garnered media coverage worldwide, including in the Los Angeles Times, SF Examiner, NY Daily News, 

Times of Israel, Jewish Journal, Jerusalem Post, Inside Higher Ed, Chronicle of Higher Education, and 

more. 

http://www.amchainitiative.org/

