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A coalition of Jewish and pro-Israel groups on Thursday urged Congress to overhaul the way 
federal funds are used to support university international studies and foreign language 
programs, arguing they support biased programs on Middle Eastern studies.   

The groups – including the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under the Law, Scholars 
for Peace in the Middle East and the Zionist Organization of America – argued that Congress in 
the ongoing rewrite of the Higher Education Act (PL 89-329) should require schools that receive 
these federal funds to establish grievance procedures. 

That grievance process – similar to those universities use to address a number of other issues, 
like sexual harassment – wouldn’t have to be the same at every school receiving funding, said 
Kenneth Marcus, president of the Brandeis Center. The process would help schools fix the 
problem voluntarily when they are first notified, he said. 

The National Resource Centers program, authorized in Title VI of the Higher Education Act, has 
existed since the bill was written in the 1960s, and promotes international education and foreign 
languages. The National Research Council in 2007 issued a report that found the programs 
needed greater oversight from the Education Department and had failed to achieve their original 
goal, and in the 2008 Higher Education reauthorization (PL 110-315), Congress required the 
programs to provide assurances and descriptions of how they will reflect diverse perspectives 
and a wide range of views. 

The groups also suggest Congress should require the Education Department to establish a 
formal complaint-resolution process similar to the one used to enforce Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act (PL 88-352), which prohibits discrimination based on race in all programs that receive 
federal funding. 
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One appropriate penalty might be losing Title VI higher education funding, Marcus said. He 
emphasized that although the complaint-resolution process would be the same as Civil Rights 
Act violations, the groups are not advocating the same penalty – total loss of all federal funding 
– for violating the foreign language program regulation. 

The groups have received a “very enthusiastic” response from some lawmakers and staff, 
Marcus said.   

“Many members are concerned about Title VI, but the question is whether they would want to fix 
it or defund it altogether. I suspect that there will be a big push to defund title VI completely,” he 
said. 

The groups argue that if appropriate grievance processes can’t be established, Congress 
shouldn’t appropriate funds for programs that study the Middle East. 

In conjunction with the letter, the AMCHA Initiative, a group that aims to investigate, document 
and combat anti-Semitism at universities, released a 100-page report describing what it says is 
anti-Semitic activity at the University of California at Los Angeles Center for Near Eastern 
Studies over a three-year period. 

The Near Eastern Studies center’s program focused too heavily on Israel and the Arabi-Israeli 
conflict, and of Israel-related events, the majority were biased against Israel, according to the 
report. 

UCLA in an emailed statement said the school “remains dedicated to complying with all federal 
laws and respecting the free and open exchange of ideas representing diverse viewpoints,” and 
that Israeli academics, artists, students and others are regularly part of programming across the 
university. 

“We recognize many subjects may engender passionate debate and difficult conversations and 
we encourage civil dialogue that appreciates the paramount importance of free expression, 
academic freedom and a respectful exchange of ideas,” the school added. 

The groups also documented what they say are inappropriately biased statements and events 
at the University of California at Berkeley, the University of Texas at Austin and several Ivy 
League schools. 

Marcus said the groups don’t want colleges to stifle speech, but should commit to presenting a 
diversity of viewpoints. 

“What we’re asking for is a greater diversity of voices, and many universities say that’s what 
they stand for,” he said. 

 


